Analyses of official reports filed with Child Protective Service (CPS) agencies yield large and robust racial/ethnic differences in rates of maltreatment (American Association for Protecting Children [AAPC], 1988) . The most recent national data based on counts of substantiated maltreatment reports compared to race-specific child population estimates indicate that child victimization rates are highest for African Americans (20.7 per 1000), followed by Native Americans (19.8), Hispanic Americans (10.6), European Americans (8.5), and Asian Pacific Islanders (3.8) (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2000) . Similarly, certain groups of minority children (African American) are typically found to be overrepresented in CPS caseloads, whereas others are underrepresented (Asian Pacific Islander) with respect to their proportions in the general population (McCabe et al., 1999; Pinderhughes, 1991) . One inference commonly drawn from these data is that racial/ethnic differences in representation in CPS caseloads reflect group differences in the incidence of risk factors for maltreatment. On the other hand, these rates may reflect systemic or community factors that funnel certain ethnic-minority families into or away from CPS systems (Chand, 2000) .
It has been argued that estimates based on CPS records do not reflect actual rates of abuse or neglect in racial/ethnic groups. Rather, these rates may reflect differential processes of CPS referral, investigation, and service allocation for minority groups (Courtney et al., 1996) . There is evidence that race strongly influences the likelihood of maltreatment reporting (Chasnoff, Landress, & Barrett, 1990) . Even when indicators of socioeconomic status and the severity of the maltreatment incident are taken into account, race/ethnicity has been found to independently predict the likelihood of a maltreatment report being filed with CPS (Hampton & Newberger, 1985; Spearly & Lauderdale, 1983) . Moreover, race/ethnicity has been found to predict the likelihood of substantiation of maltreatment reports (Eckenrode, Powers, Doris, Munsch, & Bolger, 1988) , placement in out-of-home care (Goerge, Wulczyn, & Harden, 1994; Mech, 1983) , and reentry into care following attempts at family reunification (Courtney, 1995) . At each stage of the process, children of color (African American, Hispanic American, and Native American) appear to be more likely to be identified as in need of protection.
Despite these findings, the presumption that higher rates of referral and placement of children of color in foster care directly reflect higher rates of maltreatment in these groups must be carefully examined. It is important to examine competing explanations for these racial/ethnic disparities. For example, evidence has supported a visibility hypothesis demonstrating that African American children have a higher probability of being placed in foster care when they reside in a geographic area where they are relatively less represented (Garland, Ellis-Macleod, Landsverk, Ganger, & Johnson, 1998; Jenkins & Diamond, 1985) . That finding may be due to the fact that racial/ethnic density in a community is related to high levels of social resources that buffer maltreatment risk (Garbarino & Ebata, 1983) . Alternatively, it might be the heightened visibility of minority families to authorities in areas of low ethnic density that propels minority children more frequently into CPS care (Garland et al., 1998; Jenkins & Diamond, 1985) .
Clearly, then, it is problematic to base estimates of the relative rates of maltreatment among racial/ethnic groups by relying exclusively on CPS records. Other informant sources are needed. Epidemiologic studies of child maltreatment can include a variety of informant sources that fall along a continuum from (a) official CPS maltreatment reports to (b) maltreatment cases known to community professionals that may or may not be reported to CPS to (c) surveys of maltreatment among youth and parents in the general public (Starr, Dubowitz, & Bush, 1990) . The National Incidence Studies (NIS) address the front end of this continuum by identifying cases of maltreatment known either to CPS or to non-CPS community professionals. The NIS studies have repeatedly reported no racial differences in rates of maltreatment (Sedlak & Broadhurst, 1996) . However, these conclusions are disputed by investigators who suggest that the sentinel survey methodology, which relies on community professionals and excludes family, friends, and neighbors as potential informants, results in selection bias that obscures findings of racial disparities of incidence (Ards, Chung, & Myers, 1998) . Investigations are needed that more adequately survey youth who are unknown to authorities as victims of maltreatment.
Counting unrecognized and unreported cases of maltreatment requires surveying informants outside of CPS records. Most frequently, caregivers have been asked about their own parenting behaviors and use of physical punishment. Ethnic-minority parents, including African Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Asian Pacific Islanders, generally acknowledge more physically aggressive acts toward their children than European American parents (Straus & Gelles, 1990) and endorse greater acceptance and use of corporal punishment in their child-rearing practices (Corral-Verdugo, Frias-Armenta, Romero, & Munoz, 1995; Deater-Deckard, Dodge, Bates, & Pettit, 1996; Hong & Hong, 1991; Jambunathan, Burts, & Pierce, 2000; Kelley & Tseng, 1992; Pinderhughes, Dodge, Bates, Pettit, & Zelli, 2000) . Although minority parents report more severe forms of physical control, it is difficult to conclude whether these differences constitute higher rates of abuse per se. Nonetheless, these data and other literature on diversity in parenting practices have led some to suggest that racial representation in CPS populations may, indeed, reflect cultural differences in child rearing and discipline.
Yet, this line of reasoning does not satisfactorily explain the pattern of representation of all minority groups in child-welfare populations. For example, Asian Pacific Islander children are typically underrepresented in substantiated maltreatment reports (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2000) and among dependents of child-welfare systems (McCabe et al., 1999) . However, studies of cultural differences in child-rearing practices indicate that Asian Pacific Islander parents endorse greater acceptance (Jambunathan et al., 2000) and use of corporal punishment (Kelley & Tseng, 1992) . If cultural differences in child rearing are a major determinant of ethnic/racial representation in child welfare, one might expect Asian Pacific Islander youth to come to CPS attention more frequently.
Even though the validity of youth self-reports of past maltreatment experience has been supported (Prescott et al., 2000) , investigations of maltreatment have not typically elicited such reports, focusing instead on adult informants including sentinel, CPS, or parent reports. There are two potential advantages of assessing youth perspectives on maltreatment. First, it is possible that youngsters may be less defensive in their reporting of experiences. Adults may be less likely than youth to report parenting practices that stand to incriminate them to authorities. Indeed, investigators have found that obtaining children's perspectives on family violence provides important information about maltreatment that was not available from caregiver and CPS reports (Kolko & Kazdin, 1993; McGee, Wolfe, Yuen, & Wilson, 1995) . Second, researchers have noted that the victim's own, subjective definitions and ratings of maltreatment experiences are better predictors of subsequent internalizing and externalizing behavior problems (McGee et al., 1995) , delinquency (Kolko & Kazdin, 1996) , and depression (Carlin, Kemper, Ward, & Sowell, 1994) than were maltreatment ratings from social workers, CPS records, and parents.
Perhaps the most common way of incorporating the victim's perspective is to utilize adult retrospective reports of childhood maltreatment. Some retrospective studies have reported ethnic differences. For example, African American women have been found to report the highest level of physical abuse, followed by Native American women, who in turn reported more abuse than European Americans and Mexican Americans (Roosa, Reinholtz, & Angelini, 1999) . Another study found that Asian Canadians reported higher levels of childhood physical abuse, emotional abuse, and neglect than European Canadians (Meston, Heiman, Trapnell, & Carlin, 1999) . However, surveys based on retrospective adult accounts have often been criticized because of the substantial potential for memory loss or distortions (Williams, 1994) .
Studies that survey child reports of contemporaneous maltreatment are less frequent and have sometimes omitted racial/ethnic comparisons (Brown, Cohen, Johnson, & Salzinger, 1998; MacMillan et al., 1997) . One notable exception is Finkelhor and Dzuiba-Leatherman's (1994) national telephoneinterview study of over 2,000 youth ages 10 to 16 years. These data indicate that minority-group membership was positively associated with overall crime victimization rates but that rates of family assault were not significantly different for Blacks, Whites, Hispanics, and individuals in the "Other" racial category.
Our review of the literature yielded little convergence in estimates of racial/ethnic differences in prevalence or incidence of maltreatment. Much of this variability is owing to reliance on different informants. For example, for Asian Pacific Islanders, there are opposing indications about the incidence of maltreatment from self-reports (higher prevalence relative to majority group) versus CPS records (lower prevalence). Thus, the first aim of this study was to contribute to the extant literature on racial/ethnic differences in maltreatment prevalence by assaying youth perspectives in a diverse sample of youth receiving public services.
Furthermore, a second purpose of the current study was to illuminate the issue of differential representation in CPS-identified populations by race/ethnicity. We sought to ascertain how youth reports of their maltreatment history relate to their history of involvement in the foster care system. The focus here was to understand possible biases in relying on race/ ethnic distributions in CPS populations to estimate race/ethnic differences in rates of maltreatment. In a representative sample of youth receiving public-sector services, we examined how youth-reported maltreatment history and race/ethnicity were associated with foster care placement history. The literature suggests that minority groups, including African Americans and Hispanics, are more likely to be identified by CPS as maltreated and to be subsequently taken into child-welfare custody. We hypothesized that these minority groups are at disproportionate risk of being taken into foster care, even when levels of maltreatment experiences are held constant. We evaluated this hypothesis by examining the effect of race on foster care history while controlling for both youthreported levels of abuse and neglect and the interactive effect of race and youth-reported maltreatment in predicting foster care placement history. Strong evidence for racial disparities in CPS processes would be found if the association between youth reports of maltreatment and foster care history varied along racial/ ethnic lines.
Whereas many studies of maltreatment focus on CPS-identified samples, we examined our research questions in a high-risk sample of youth receiving services in multiple sectors of care, including alcohol and drug services, juvenile justice, mental health, child welfare, and special education for serious emotional disturbance (SED). Stratified random sampling methods ensured that this ethnically diverse sample was representative of youth in these public-service systems. We know from the literature that there are major racial/ethnic differences in CPS-identified maltreatment. By sampling from public sectors beyond CPS, we were in a position to ascertain whether there were racial/ethnic differences in unreported and unrecognized cases of maltreatment in a population of youth who have been exposed to an array of risk factors for maladjustment, including abuse and neglect (Glisson & Hemmelgarn, 1998) . These data provided an excellent opportunity to clarify the issues regarding the use of CPS sources of information about maltreatment versus youth self-reports.
METHOD

The Patterns of Care Study
The Patterns of Care Study (POC; Principal Investigator, R. Hough, Ph.D.) surveyed a representative sample (N = 1,715) of youth ages 6 to 17 years who were active in one or more public sectors of care in San Diego County (alcohol/drug treatment, child welfare, juvenile justice, mental health, and publicschool services for youth with SED) during the second half of fiscal year 1996-1997. In juvenile justice, only adjudicated delinquents were included, and in child welfare, only court-ordered dependents were included. The final sample of 1,715 youth was selected by simple, random sampling techniques and was stratified by race/ethnicity and level of restrictiveness of placement. A poststratification weighting procedure (Henry, 1990 ) was used to ensure that the data reflect the characteristics of the total population of service users. Garland and her colleagues (2001) provide a full description of the sampling process and results.
Sample
The participants in the current study were a subsample of 1,045 POC youth, ages 12 to 17 years, who completed a self-report measure of maltreatment history, including 393 European Americans, 234 African Americans, 316 Hispanic Americans, and 102 Asian Pacific Islanders. Biracial youth (n = 50) and youth who endorsed membership in other racial/ethnic groups (n = 51) were excluded from the current study. There were more males (n = 700) relative to females (n = 345) in this sample. The median household income for the sample at large was between $19,000 and $19,999 per year. The mean age of youth in the sample was 15.6 years.
Procedures
Interviews were completed between September 1997 and February 1999. Parents and/or primary careg ivers (hereafter referred to as "parents") were interviewed about the child's demographic characteristics, psychological symptomatology, child-service use history, and exposure to risk and protective factors. Youth also reported on their own psychological symptomatology, risk and protective factors, and service use history. Parents and youth were interviewed separately and were not aware of the others' responses. Every effort was made to ensure the privacy of both parent and youth respondents and the independence of their responses. There was no attempt to match the interviewer and youth on race/ethnicity, but linguistic matches were ensured between the interviewer and respondent. Measures included in this analysis are listed below. All measures used in the current study were interviewer administered; none was administered as a paper-and-pencil questionnaire. Parents were paid $40.00 and youth were paid between $10.00 and $40.00 (depending on age) for their participation.
Measures
Demographic variables. Demographic variables, including age, gender, family income, and race/ethnicity, were obtained in face-to-face interviews with youth and their primary caregivers.
Youth-reported maltreatment. The Childhood Trauma Questionnaire, Short Form (CTQ; Bernstein & Fink, 1998) was administered to elicit retrospective, youth self-report of maltreatment history. This scale includes 34 items assessing different types of child maltreatment (e.g., "People in my family called me things like 'stupid,' 'lazy,' or 'ugly'; " "Someone in my family tried to touch me in a sexual way or tried to make me touch them."). Youth respond with a 5-point Likert-type scale indicating that the statement was never true to very often true when they were growing up. The CTQ yields five scales: physical abuse, physical neglect, emotional abuse, emotional neglect, and sexual abuse (alphas = .89, .85, .85, .73, and .89, respectively) . Scores are computed for each scale as well as for a total maltreatment scale. Cutoff scores for subscales and total maltreatment have been established to demarcate moderate and severe levels of maltreatment trauma (Bernstein & Fink, 1998) . The CTQ short form used here differed slightly from the published instrument, as the final version was not yet available at the time of data collection.
Foster care placement history. The Services Assessment for Children and Adolescents (SACA, Horwitz et al., 2001 ) is a semi-structured interview administered to parents and youth to assess child and adolescent service use across a variety of service systems, including child welfare services. Test-retest reliability has been demonstrated to be excellent, with κs ranging from 0.82 to 0.94 for lifetime use of specific services (Horwitz et al., 2001) . Accuracy of parent past-year reports on the SACA compared with service records was good to excellent , and parent-youth agreement on the SACA is fair to excellent for all except school-based services. Concordance rates were generally highest for residential services, including foster care (lifetime use, κ = .86). The current study utilized the SACA variable indicating lifetime use of foster care reported by the caregiver or the youth.
RESULTS
Preliminary Analyses: Race/Ethnicity and Youth Reports of Maltreatment
All analyses were performed using STATA version 7.0. Levels of youth-reported maltreatment were examined across the racial/ethnic groups. Youth reports of maltreatment were very common in the sample, with 51.1% of youth reporting a history of at least one type of maltreatment reaching a moderate level, and 31.5% of youth reporting a history of severe maltreatment of at least one type. Racial-/ethnicgroup effects on maltreatment were initially examined in univariate analyses. Group differences in scale scores were examined using one-way ANOVAs, and group differences in frequencies of moderate and severe levels of maltreatment subtypes were examined using chi-square analyses. Chi-square statistics were converted to F statistics to account for survey design using a second-order Rao and Scott (1981) correction. Table 1 displays the mean scores and the proportion of youth meeting cutoff scores for moderate and severe levels of maltreatment on each CTQ subscale by race/ethnicity. No racial/ethnic differences in absolute scores were found for any of the maltreatment subscales. Similarly, racial/ethnic differences in rates of moderate and severe levels of the maltreatment subtypes were generally not found. Only one significant finding emerged from the series of 12 chisquare tests of association, indicating that European American youth were more likely to report severe levels of emotional abuse compared to the other race/ ethnic groups (F = 3.27, p = .02).
Five additional chi-square analyses were conducted to determine the association between race/ethnicity and moderate and severe levels of any type of maltreatment by the sector from which the youth was sampled. Table 3 displays the unstandardized regression coefficients or odds ratios for the predictor variables in the series of six multiple logistic regressions. Results indicate that gender is a consistent predictor, such that girls were significantly more likely to report moderate levels of all types of maltreatment. Age was positively associated with reports of moderate levels of EA, PA, SA, and PN. This appears reasonable, given that we inquired about the youth's lifetime history of maltreatment; older youth would have had more opportunity to be exposed to various types of victimization. In this sample of low-income, public-servicesystem youth, family income was not associated with youths' reports of maltreatment history. Consistent with results from the univariate analyses, the logistic regression models revealed very few effects of race/ ethnicity on youth reports of moderate levels of maltreatment. In the six logistic regression models, only one marginally significant race/ethnicity effect was found. Relative to European Americans, African Americans appeared less likely to endorse moderate levels of EN (O.R. = .59, p = .047).
Race/Ethnicity, Youth Reports of Maltreatment, and Foster Care Placement
Multiple logistic regression analyses were conducted to examine factors associated with a lifetime history of foster care placement. Independent variables included gender, age, family income, youthreported history of moderate levels of maltreatment, and race/ethnicity (dummy coded, with European Americans as the reference group). Interactions between race/ethnicity dummy codes and youthreported moderate maltreatment history were also entered into the model. Initially, the three terms were entered together, and, subsequently, terms were eliminated when they did not reach significance.
As indicated in Table 4 , age (B = -.14, p = .007) and gender (b = .86, p < .001) were associated with a history of foster care placement in this public-service-system sample. Younger children and girls in this sample were more likely to have a history of placement in foster care. This is largely interpretable by referencing the POC sample composition, which included youth from public sectors of care. The youth that were served in sectors outside child welfare were generally older, with a predominance of males. Thus, children with a foster-placement history were relatively younger, with a more balanced gender distribution. Controlling for other factors, family income was not significantly associated with foster care history in the current study. Youth who reported a history of maltreatment of moderate severity were more than 3 times as likely to have had a history of foster placement than youth who did not report such a history (O.R. = 3.11, p < .001). After controlling for sociodemographic variables and youth-reported maltreatment, African Americans were more than 12 times as likely to have had a history of foster care placement (O.R. = 12.66, p < .001). Furthermore, African American group membership interacted with maltreatment experience to predict foster care history (B = -1.01, p = .018). Post-hoc, chi-square analyses summarized in Table  5 indicated that the logical, positive association between maltreatment and CPS involvement held for all youth except African American youth, who were equally likely to have a history of foster care placement, irrespective of maltreatment history.
DISCUSSION
In this high-risk sample of youth in a public system of care, we found high levels of maltreatment victimization. More than half the participants surveyed reported having experienced at least one type of maltreatment at moderate levels of severity. Almost one third endorsed a history of severe maltreatment of some kind. There were, however, almost no racial/ ethnic differences in overall rates of youth-reported maltreatment. No significant group mean differences in absolute scores were found for the maltreatment subscales of EA, PA, SA, EN, and PN. There were no overall race/ethnic differences in rates of these maltreatment types based on moderate-severity cutoff scores. In multivariate analyses controlling for factors including age, gender, and family income, the effect of race/ethnicity was only significant in predicting a history of maltreatment in 1 out of 6 models. The sole significant race/ethnicity effect in the overall analyses indicated that African American youth were less likely to report a history of moderate emotional neglect than European Americans. Overall, there was an impressive lack of racial/ethnic differences in youth-reported maltreatment among the many analyses performed. In total, 23 individual statistical tests were run, yielding a high risk of Type I error. The alpha standard was not corrected for this number of tests. Had a Bonferroni correction been performed, the single significant result, at p < .05, would not have been considered significant. This pattern of results is consistent with findings from the other major survey of youth-reported maltreatment, which yielded no ethnic-group differences in family assault (Finkelhor & Dzuiba-Leatherman, 1994 ). However, these findings are largely inconsistent with studies of racial/ethnic differences in maltreatment reported to CPS, which indicate that the African Americans and Native Americans are at higher risk than European Americans and Hispanic Americans, whereas Asian Americans are at far lower risk (e.g., U.S. Department of Health and Social Services, 2000) . Of interest, the only significant effect of race/ ethnicity in the current study indicated a lower risk of one maltreatment type among African Americans relative to European Americans, according to the youths' own reports.
The evidence presented here suggests that youth perspectives yield a grossly different picture of relative risk of maltreatment by race/ethnicity than do official CPS records. There are a number of possible explanations for this discrepancy. It is possible that rates of maltreatment do, indeed, differ across racial/ethnic groups but that cultural differences in response styles somehow mask these effects. For example, it is possible that social desirability impinges on response tendencies differently for youth from different cultural backgrounds. Furthermore, it is conceivable that youth appraisals and interpretations of certain parental actions may vary by racial/ethnic group. Although some CTQ items were rather objectively anchored or behaviorally based (e.g., I was punished with a belt, a board, a cord, or some other hard object), others rely on the youngster's subjective appraisal of experiences (e.g., I believe that I was physically abused). It is possible that, even if the actual patterns of parental treatment of youth differ across racial/ethnic groups, youth reports may not reflect these differences because of cultural differences in appraisals of parental behavior. However, our finding of different, relative rates of self-reported maltreatment in the child welfare sector does not lend support to this alternative explanation, which would posit similar relative rates of self-reporting across sectors. Research on the cross-cultural meaning and validity of youth selfreport measures of maltreatment (including the CTQ) is needed to examine the possibility of cultural influences on self-reports.
A second potential explanation of the discrepancy between findings of racial/ethnic differences in maltreatment based on CPS records and those based on youth reports is that representation in CPS is systematically biased along racial/ethnic lines. It is possible that rates of maltreatment across racial/ethnic groups are similar but that members of certain minority groups are more likely to be identified as maltreated by CPS. The second aim of this paper was to examine this possibility. In the sector-specific analyses (e.g., mental health sector, child welfare sector, etc.), the pattern of no differences in maltreatment by race/ethnicity held for all sectors of care except the child welfare sector. African American youth reports in the child welfare sector yielded lower rates of moderate and severe maltreatment than those of the other racial/ethnic groups. Although rates of reported maltreatment are higher among youth in the child welfare sector as a whole (63.8% compared to 51.1% in the total sample), this racial disparity in self-reported The results of the final logistic regression model provide more persuasive evidence suggesting that the child welfare system functions differently for African American youth. For most racial/ethnic groups, youth reports of maltreatment are logically related to a greater likelihood of lifetime history of foster care placement. This makes rational sense, because the mission of the foster care system within CPS is to protect youth from abuse and neglect when the family environment is not safe. However, this relationship between youth reports of maltreatment and likelihood of placement does not hold for African Americans in public sectors of care. African American youngsters' reports of maltreatment were not a significant predictor of foster care experience in this sample. Moreover, African American youth were more than 12 times as likely as European Americans to have had a foster care placement, holding maltreatment history constant. These results suggest that African American youth may be disproportionately taken into CPS custody, even when experiencing levels of maltreatment similar to children from other racial/ethnic groups.
The findings of this study further contribute to the literature on differential treatment of African Americans within the child welfare system. Our results provide the most compelling evidence thus far that the disproportionate rate of foster care placement is not simply attributable to higher rates of maltreatment experienced by African American youth. These findings are reminiscent of patterns observed in the literature on minority youth involvement in delinquent behavior and engagement in the juvenile justice sector. As in the child welfare sector, African American youth are overrepresented in juvenile justice, and race/ethnicity has been found to influence decisions about individual cases at every stage of the juvenile court process (Snyder, 1998) . Furthermore, studies have indicated that, compared to self-report data, official arrest data appear to overestimate the magnitude of racial differences in the prevalence of serious violent offending (Elliott, Huizinga, & Morse, 1988; Gould, 1969) . Although the child welfare system seeks to protect vulnerable youth from dangerous environments, the objectives of the juvenile justice system are to protect communities from offending youth and to rehabilitate offending youth. These systems differ with respect to their goals, but both can be characterized as coercive public-sector agencies, wherein African Americans appear more likely to be detained involuntarily.
One possible interpretation of these findings is that African Americans may lack access to other support systems that protect other children from entry into CPS care or juvenile justice detainment. Further study is necessary to determine whether insularity, density of social networks, or other family resources contribute to this elevated risk. Although extendedfamily networks have been noted as a common feature of child rearing among African American families (Harris, Wilson, Pine, Chan, & Buriel, 1990) , recent research suggests that this intergenerational support may be waning under the burden of urban poverty (McDonald & Armstrong, 2001) .
However, because the family-level characteristics of socioeconomic status and levels of maltreatment experiences have been taken into account, we are obliged to examine the possibility that the racial differences in CPS representation are attributable to implicit, institutional racism. These findings may reflect a pathologizing of African American families, whereby the parents are perceived as in greater need of correction and the children are viewed as in greater need of protection (Chand, 2000) . It is also important to underscore that, in the current study, these racial inequities were restricted to the African American group. African American families, in particular, appear to be processed differently by CPS workers, who may be specifically biased or misinformed about this group rather than globally culturally insensitive or ethnocentric.
Efforts to improve cultural competence in child protection are especially needed in practice with African American families. Pinderhughes (1991) advocates a culturally competent approach in child welfare cases in which differences in power, status, and cultural values often characterize the relationship between African American families and agencies. She argues that it is ethically incumbent on the agency staff in child welfare cases to examine the question of whose values should guide decision making, particularly when values are in conflict. This requires professionals to move beyond traditional service-delivery models that assess African American clients' functioning according to middle-class, White standards (Pinderhughes, 1991) .
These findings also have major research and policy implications. The pattern of results offers persuasive evidence that estimates of the prevalence of maltreatment from official CPS records and caseloads can lead to erroneous conclusions about racial/ethnic differences in actual maltreatment. By relying on these methods of enumerating rates of maltreatment, we run the risk of reinforcing a pathological and deficit view of African American families. This view has, in the past, culminated in the adaptation of social policies predicated on the assumption that African American and other minority families are unstable, disorganized, and unable to provide for their members (Dodson, 1988) . Assessing youths' own perceptions of maltreatment experiences may provide a more balanced, veridical, and relevant approach to the study of maltreatment antecedents, sequelae, and prevalence. However, further research is necessary to examine the cross-ethnic validity of these measures for minority youth.
Indeed, one limitation of this study is its reliance on a self-report measure of maltreatment history that has not been adequately examined for cross-ethnic validity. The CTQ was normed on a sample of 389 youth, two thirds of whom were European American (Bernstein, Ahluvalia, Pogge, & Handelsman, 1997) . It is possible that socioculturally mediated response patterns may have obscured actual differences in experiences between racial/ethnic groups. For example, it is possible that African American youth who have had contact with CPS agencies may be somewhat more guarded in responding to this self-report measure than other youth. Furthermore, because the study procedures did not include efforts to match interviewers to respondents on race/ethnicity, it is possible that African American youth were less likely than European American youth to disclose sensitive information such as maltreatment victimization. Indeed, African American children, in particular, demonstrate an unwillingness to disclose negative, sensitive information to interviewers of different races (Dunkerley & Dalenberg, 1999) . These and other alternative hypotheses should be tested in future research on systemic, familial, and individual factors that influence the process of appraisal of maltreatment and subsequent decisions to report and intervene.
Furthermore, it is important to note that the current study focused on youth in public sectors of care. This confers both strengths and weaknesses. From our findings, we do not know if racial/ethnic differences in youth-reported maltreatment rates would be found in representative community samples. However, the youth in this study are ethnically diverse and are representative of youth served in public sectors of care in a large urban community. They are the children of "high risk" families, a sample for which issues of placement and protection are most salient. The distinction between the results obtained by different methods of assessing rates of child maltreatment has major implications for the life trajectories of these vulnerable children and families. 
